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The Cold War:
The Far East & The Red Scare

The Cold War: The Far East

• China
• China’s influence in the Far East had 

begun to decline over the last few 
centuries

• 1930’s: Civil War breaks out

• Nationalist Forces 

• Wanted to restore the world prominence of 
China

• Led by Chiang Kai-shek

• Communist Forces

• Largely composed of peasants in agricultural 
areas

• Led by Mao Zedong
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The Cold War: The Far East

• China
• During WWII, the two groups called a 

truce and turned their attention to halting 
Japanese aggression

• Following Japan’s surrender in 1945, the 
Civil War resumed

• In the U.S., there was a push for 
supporting the Chinese Nationalists

• Truman was hesitant to provide any help, 
but recognized the fact that Mao 
represented a threat

The Cold War: The Far East

• China
• The U.S. considered Mao a puppet of the 

Soviet communists

• Truman reluctantly agreed to send some 
troops and limited economic aid to the 
Chinese Nationalists

• In reaction to U.S. actions, Stalin and the 
Soviets began providing support to Mao’s 
communist forces
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The Cold War: The Far East

• China
• From 1945-1948, the U.S. attempted to negotiate a 

peace settlement between the two sides

• Soviets withdrew forces in May 1946

• By the end of 1946, George Marshall stated that peace 
was no longer an option 

• Nationalists began a military offensive against the 
Communists, with very little success

• In January 1949, Chiang and the Nationalists 
begged for military assistance from both the U.S. 
and the Soviets

• Despite Soviet urging to negotiate Peace, Mao’s forces 
pushed on 

The Cold War: The Far East

• China
• In the fall of 1949, Mao’s forces pushed 

the Nationalists out of mainland China to 
the island of Formosa 

• Mao renamed the island Taiwan and 
established the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC)

• The Soviets officially recognized the 
communist government on October 1, 1949

• The U.S. announced that they would not 
attempt to challenge the spread of 
communism in China

• Despite this, Mao adopted a strong anti-U.S. 
foreign policy and seized U.S. diplomatic 
property 
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The Cold War: The Far East

• China
• February 14, 1950

• PRC and Soviet leaders sign the Sino-Soviet Treaty 

• Stalin promised communist China their full support and $300 million in loans

The Cold War: The Far East

• Japan
• Following WWII, the U.S. helped lead a 

political, economic, and social revolution in 
Japan

• New Japanese constitution was partly written by 
Americans

• U.S. continued to help rebuild Japan’s industrial base 

• After the communist victory in China, Japan 
became an important base for U.S. military 
operations in the West Pacific
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The Cold War: The Red Scare

• The Red Scare
• Americans were uneasy with what seemed like a 

sudden wave of Communism throughout the 
world

• August 29, 1949

• Soviets successfully test an atomic bomb for the first 
time

• Further heightens American fears

• Many suspected the Soviets had stolen of U.S. 
nuclear secrets

The Cold War: The Red Scare

• The Red Scare
• The U.S. responded by increasing development 

of the hydrogen bomb (H-Bomb)

• Designed to be even more powerful than the Atomic 
Bomb

• This arms race began to define the Cold War 
characteristic of “Mutual Assured Destruction”
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The Cold War: The Red Scare

• The Red Scare
• McCarthyism 

• February 1950: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy from 
Wisconsin claims that hundreds of communists are 
employed by the U.S. State Department

• McCarthy immediately goes from relatively 
unknown politician to national celebrity

• His claims began to become increasingly outrageous 
despite having little evidence to justify them

The Cold War: The Red Scare

• The Red Scare
• McCarthyism 

• Hundreds of college professors, actors, 
filmmakers, and teachers who were suspected 
of having communist ties were called to 
congressional hearings

• Many lost their jobs 

• George Marshall was questioned before the 
Senate in June 1951

• The term “McCarthyism” became synonymous 
with suspicion, hostility, and groundless 
accusations against anyone with 
nonmainstream views during the mid-20th

Century


